UM department joins national Lewis and Clark project by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
10-27-1999 
UM department joins national Lewis and Clark project 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM department joins national Lewis and 
Clark project" (1999). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 16284. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/16284 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
T  fira ^  The University ofC/} t k l  - M  mar J\m  Montana
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
This release is available electronically on INN (News Net.)
Oct. 27, 1999
Contact: Lauren Mackay, communication director, EOS Education Project, (406) 243-6703. 
UM DEPARTMENT JOINS NATIONAL LEWIS AND CLARK PROJECT 
MISSOULA -
NASA’s Earth Observing System Education Project at The University of Montana has 
joined a national effort to produce a high-tech educational product about the Lewis and Clark 
expedition.
The product, a DVD-ROM computer disc titled “The Rediscovery of the Lewis and 
Clark Trail,” should be ready for students and educators before the bicentennial of the 
explorers’ historic trek, which takes place from 2003 to 2006.
“This should position The University of Montana to play a leading national role in the 
Lewis and Clark bicentennial,” said Alex Philp, assistant director of the EOS Education 
Project. “This educational program will incorporate the most advanced technologies in 
interactive, multimedia digital production.”
Philp said the proposed disc will include a Lewis and Clark documentary film, 
multimedia audio and video clips, 12 volumes of the explorers’ journals, digital aerial 
photography of key portions of the trail and more. The EOS Education Project will provide 
geographic information system data and remote-sensing imagery from NASA satellites to 
highlight the Lewis and Clark Trail in incredible detail.
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“We will be able to do a comparison of past and present landscapes,” Philp said. “The 
expedition represents an ideal event for an interdisciplinary analysis of historical, 
biogeographical and cultural elements of landscape change.”
The national team working to produce the disc is actively pursuing funds to complete 
the project. Once finished, the disc will function as a work of scholarly investigation and 
historical document preservation. Making this readily available to the public will simplify 
Lewis and Clark research and place valuable historical information into the hands of educators.
t
Parties that have signed a memorandum of understanding to produce “The Rediscovery 
of the Lewis and Clark Trail” disc are the EOS Education Project, the University of Nebraska 
Press, ESRI Inc., LizardTech Inc. and ComChoice Inc. Other partners include the National 
Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Council, the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory and the 
Mid-continent Regional Educational Laboratory.
The EOS Education Project was formed at UM to disseminate Earth system imagery 
and supportive curricula to the global educational community. The department works to 
support educator and student understanding of complex global ecosystems and the role humans 
play in affecting these systems.
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